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Marriage in the Catholic Church
To enter into a valid marriage there has to be an expression of consent.  The expression of this consent must also be valid in the eyes of the Church and therefore must be given by the two people entering into the marriage before two witnesses and either a civil registrar or a person approved by the state to act as civil registrar.  
In the case of a Catholic the approved civil registrar must be either a Catholic priest, a Catholic deacon or a person designated by the Bishop..  In very exceptional circumstances if the other party to the marriage is not a Catholic and is a practising member of another Christian community, or has a close association with another Christian community, permission can be given for the marriage to take place in another Christian church.

In the case of a non Catholic, the same conditions apply with the exception that the marriage may be either religious or merely a civil service i.e. a Register Office.
Therefore for a Catholic to marry validly there needs to be present the two parties of the marriage, two witnesses and the Catholic priest.  In the case of a non Catholic, the two parties need to be present in the presence of two witnesses and a registrar.  The marriage can take place in either a Register Office or the church of a Christian denomination.

